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Academic Programs
School Psychology Partners with Inner-City School

In a classroom at the Russeil Byers Charter School in center city Philadelphia.

Jessica Rausch-Esquivei (EdS '07) asks a third-grade student what he likes

about school. "Nothing!" he shouts angrily, then darts across the room and

begins drawing on the blackboard to avoid any more questions.

The child has been acting out in school and struggling academically. Ms.

Rausch-Esquivei is conducting a psychoedticational assessment to identify

issues that may need to be addressed. To round out the assessment, she meets

with the student's family to iearn about his behavior at home. The fact that Ms.

Rausch-Esquivei is bilingual is a great advantage to this Latino family.

Later, Ms. Rausch-Esquive! meets with the student's teacher, guidance

counselor and special education team to discuss the assessment results and

interventions that will help the student succeed in school. He is just one of the

many children Ms. Rausch-Esquivei had the opportunity to help while completing

a unique practicum for her educational specialist/certification in school

psychoiogy (EdS). At the same lime, Ms. Rausch-Esquivei was laying the

foundation for her own future success.

This mutually beneficial relationship was made possible by a partnership

between PCOM and the Byers School, spearheaded in fail 2005 by Rosemary

Mennuti, EdD, NCSP, professor and director of school psychology at PCOM.

In addition to sharing a commitment to hands-on learning, the two schools are

dedicated to improving the quality of education for students in inner-city schools.

PCOM has provided training for all school psychologists and counsefors in the

founded in 2001, is dedicated to meeting the needs of a diverse student

population who come from 35 neighborhoods across Philadelphia.


